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                    Office of Communication
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
(Congregational Christian Churches- 
Evangelical and Reformed Church)
14 Beacon Street (Capitol 7-1750)
Boston 8, Massachusetts

Boardman Getsinger, Manager


The Rev. Dr Albert E. LeRoy, Congregational Christian educational missionary in South Africa for a quarter of a century, and head of the Walker Missionary Home, Auburndale, Massachusetts, for 10 years, died last night (Monday, April 4) at the River Terrace Guest House, Bradenton, Florida. He would have been 87 on April 28.

Dr. LeRoy gave distinguished service as an educator in South Africa where he was for almost 25 years principal of Amanzimtoti Institute, later Adams College, in Natal.

Appointed career missionaries in 1901 by the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, Mr. LeRoy and his bride, the former Rhoda A. Clarke, sailed for Africa in August 1901 and began their work at Unzumbe. The following year Dr. LeRoy was appointed head of Amanzimtoti Institute and continued in that post until 1926 when he and Mrs. LeRoy returned to this country.

From 1926 to 1936 he was superintended of the American Board&#039;s Walker Missionary Homes, Auburndale, Massachusetts. After their retirement the LeRoys lived in Bradenton. Mrs. LeRoy died there in 1959.

Born April 28, 1873, at Petrolia, Pennsylvania, Albert Emile LeRoy was educated at Wabash College, Indiana; and at Western, Auburn and Oberlin Theological Seminaries.

In 1932 Wabash College conferred on him the degree of Doctor of HUmane Letters. Said the citation in part: &quot;You joined to missionary zeal the wisdom of a student of human nature and great practical sagacity as an administrator.&quot; It spoke of him as a &quot;friend of many tribes and nations, counsellor of many men in times of great perplexity.&quot;

Dr. LeRoy is survived by a son, Gaylord C. LeRoy, a member of the faculty of Temple University, Philadelphia; and two daughters, Anna, Mrs. Allyn J. Waterman, (5 Chapin Court) Williamstown, Massachusetts; and Mary, Mrs. Frederick A. Funkhouser, Jr., (4046 Silaby Road), Cleveland, Ohio.

Funeral services will be held at the Griffith-Cline Funeral Chapel, Bradenton, Thursday, April 7. Interment will be in Manasota Cemetry, Bradenton.
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                    This is a photograph of Mrs. Doward and her women&#039;s church group at Adams Church sometime after 1900.
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                    This is a letter Reverend LeRoy sent to William Bohn, Assistant to the President at Oberlin, on July 4, 1921. LeRoy discusses his work at Amanzimtoti and also scholarships for his daughters who were attending Oberlin at the time. 
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                    Adams M.S., Natal, South Africa,
The Glorious Fourth, 1921.

Dear Bohn:

I know it is my patriotic duty to write you a long letter today. - the one I have been intending to send off for months, but it will end up being a short note, I am afraid. But I do want to thank you for the Calendar you sent to us. It has been in constant use, even though it is not the only reminder we have these days of Oberlin. We are glad that our name has been placed on the list, thanks to you.

Our work goes along apace. The Phelps Stokes Commission that visited us some time ago, stated, after having spent six months in West and South Africa, that in their opinion the work we were doing here at Amanzimtoti was the best that they had seen in Africa. Certainly we are enjoying it, and we think it is well worth while. The spirit is fine, both from a spiritual and educational viewpoint, - and incidentally, we won the Sir Marshall Campbell Football Cup, as the champions of the Durban and District Football Association, consisting of about a dozen teams. So you see we are trying to represent Oberlin in all ways, from athletics to theology.

We get cheering news from the girls, Ethel and Anna, from week to week. Ethel is now a full fledged Senior, we presume, and I am glad that Anna is to enter the Oberlin Freshman Class in September. We are hoping that this may mean that she will continue there throughout her course, though she was incline toward the Domestic Science Course, - perhaps as a  short cut method of getting back to Africa:

And that leads me to ask about scholarships. They write that the Tuition has been raised again, and their Three Hundred Dollars per year allowance has to be supplemented to a degree that is alarming. What about the Spellman bequest for those who expected to work on the foreign field, particularly Africa? Is that to become available soon? If so, both Ethel and Anna will be eligible for it and it will relieve our shoulders of a great financial burden. We want them to get the best that Oberlin has to offer, but unless prices come down I don&#039;t know what the result will be to some of us. Will you be good enough to advise whether there is to be any relief in that direction, - or failing that, in any other direction? Ethel already has the benefit of a scholarship that relieves her of a part of the tuition, but her Senior year in Baldwin is staring us in the face. If there is any relief in sight, I wish that you would let the girls know as well, as they are worried over the situation.

There are constant interruption, so I&#039;ll send this brief note off to let you know that we are alive and well and happy, and to send all kinds of best wishes to the Bohns and to Oberlin generally. Drop a card occasionally to.

Yours ever,
A.E. LeRoy
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                    This photograph is of the children of all the missionaries at Adams MIssion Station in 1914 or 1915. Reverend LeRoy&#039;s four children are pictured.
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                    Reverend A.E. LeRoy is pictured with his wife Rhoda Clarke and four children: Gaylord Clarke, Anna Ruth-Waterman, Ethel May, and Mary Carol-Frankenhouser. The photograph was taken at Adams Mission Station in approximately 1917.
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                    Photograph of a class of school boys who attended the training school at Adams. Taken in approximately 1903.
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                    Two boys from Jubilee Hall who attend the training school at Adams Mission Station are pictured making stamp, also called hominy. 
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                    This is a panoramic view of the Adams Mission Station at Amanzimtoti, taken from a hilltop in 1895 or 1900. It labels the areas where Jubilee Hall, the boys dorm, and the Church were located. 
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                    This is a picture of the classroom buildings at Adams Mission Station. It was taken in 1914 by missionary Edith A. Com (Kolah). 
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                    A Zulu baby adorned in jewelry lifting the lid on a cooking pot. Picture taken in 1916 at Adams MIssion Station. 
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